
Experience the “Real South of France” during this one-of-a-kind 
nine-day itinerary amid unspoiled landscapes, traditional French 

villages and lofty Cathar fortresses of the beautiful and historic 
Languedoc-Roussillon Midi-Pyrénées region. Visit the UNESCO 
World Heritage site of medieval Carcassonne and the picturesque 
hilltop commune of Cordes-sur-Ciel. Discover the seldom-visited 
département of Aude, dotted with quaint towns, lush olive groves and  
ample vineyards, where medieval monks first produced crisp 
Blanquette, a sparkling wine that predates Champagne. Enjoy a 
cruise on the breathtaking Canal du Midi, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site and historic link between the Mediterranean Sea and 
Atlantic Ocean. Marvel at the natural wonders of the Corbières 
region and the Pyrénées Mountains and walk through the 
UNESCO-designated “red city” of Albi. Stay in the historic 
Hotel Mercure Albi bAstides on the River Tarn and the deluxe 
cHâteAu de Floure, a 16th-century country estate. Enjoy the exclusive 
Town & CounTry Life forum® with local residents who will share 
thoughtful insights into their daily lives. Toulouse Pre-Program and 
Cathar Country Post-Program Options are available. 

SepTember 23 To oCTober 01, 2017
itinerAry

1 Depart the U.S.

2 Toulouse, France/Albi

3 Albi

4 Albi/Gaillac/Cordes-sur-Ciel/Castanet

5 Albi/Castres/Castelnaudary/ 
Canal du Midi/Floure

6 Floure/Carcassonne

7 Floure/Corbières Mountains/ 
Abbaye de Fontfroide

8 Floure/Minerve

9 Floure/Toulouse/Return to the U.S.
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◆◆ 18th-century, historically registered 
former water mill overlooking the 
River Tarn

◆◆ Spacious accommodations

◆◆ Spectacular views of the old city 
of Albi from the hotel’s terrace 

◆◆ Modern amenities

◆◆ Seasonal, regional cuisine

◆◆ In the heart of Cathar Country, 
just minutes from Carcassonne

◆◆ Deluxe, individually 
decorated rooms

◆◆ Historical castle

◆◆ Modern amenities 

◆◆ Fine local cuisine

◆◆ Complimentary Wi-Fi

CHâTeau de fLoure

LANGUEDOC-ROUSSiLLON  
MiDi-PyRéNéES
THE reAl  SOUTH OF FRANCE

A fairy-tale image of towers and drawbridges, the medieval Cité de Carcassonne is 
surrounded by double walls nine to 15 feet thick.

E S T A B L I S H E D  1 9 8 4

D I S T I N C T I V E   T R A V E L   F O R   M O R E   T H A N   30 Y E A R S



in aLbi
◆◆ Three nights in the historic Hotel Mercure 
Albi bAstides, ideally located overlooking 
the River Tarn and with terrace views of the 
medieval old city of Albi.

◆◆ Private Welcome Reception in the hotel.
◆◆ Breakfast each day and one dinner with 
wine in the hotel.

in fLoure
◆◆ Four nights in the charming, deluxe 
cHâteAu de Floure, in the village of Floure 
near historic Carcassonne.

◆◆ Breakfast each day and two dinners with 
wine in the hotel.

◆◆ Private Farewell Reception in the hotel.

experT-Guided exCurSionS
◆◆ Walking tour of provincial Albi, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site and once a 
stronghold of the Cathars.

◆◆ Tour of the acclaimed Musée Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec in the 13th-century Palais 
de la Berbie, exhibiting the world’s largest 
collection of the artist’s work.

◆◆ Full-day excursion to the historical town 
of Gaillac to visit the Abbaye Saint-Michel 
and the well-preserved and picturesque cité 
of Cordes-sur-Ciel, perched high atop a hill 
amid the Midi-Pyrénées and believed to be 
the most picturesque village in all of France.

◆◆ Walking tour of the UNESCO World 
Heritage site of Carcassonne, including visits 
to the Romanesque-Gothic Basilica of Saints 
Nazarius and Celsus, featuring stained-glass 
windows from the 13th to 19th centuries, and 
the archaeological museum in the restored 
Château Comtal, a former Cathar castle.

◆◆ Visit to the extensively restored 
Romanesque former Cistercian Abbaye 
de Fontfroide, an excellent example of a 
12th-century monastic complex.

◆◆ Excursion to well-preserved, medieval 
Minerve, one of the most beautiful villages 
of France.

exCLuSive CuLTuraL enriCHmenTS
◆◆ Two tastings of local wines—in the village 
of Castanet near Cordes-sur-Ciel, at the 
16th-century, family owned Domaine 
de LaBarthe and at a winery amid the 
beautifully rugged Corbiéres Mountains—
featuring the region’s famous Blanquette, 
the world’s first sparkling wine.

◆◆ Four lunches featuring regional cuisine and 
wine—in the medieval towns of Albi and 
Cordes-sur-Ciel, en route to the Abbaye de 
Fontfroide and in Castelnaudary, known 
for traditional cassoulet.

◆◆ Cruise aboard a traditional flat-bottomed 
boat in the shade of picturesque avenues of 
plane trees on the grand 17th-century Canal 
du Midi, a UNESCO World Heritage site 
that winds past vineyards and villages and 
features stone bridges and unique oval locks.

◆◆ Special Town & CounTry Life forum® 
with local residents who will discuss life in 
southern France.

◆◆ Time at leisure to experience the rhythms 
of daily life in Albi and Floure.
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i N C L U D E D  F E AT U R E S

Travel Arrangements by: THomaS p. GoHaGan & Company◆◆ 209 South LaSalle Street◆◆ Suite 500◆◆

◆ Chicago, illinois 60604-1446◆◆ (800) 922-3088

One of the most complete abbey complexes remaining today, the 12th-century Abbey of Fontfroide 
contains excellent examples of romanesque architecture.

TouLouSe 
Pre-ProgrAM two-night oPtion

CaTHar CounTry 
Post-ProgrAM three-night oPtion

TOWN & COUNTRy LiFE® LANGUEDOC

The Travel Program outlined here is subject to the features, final pricing and terms and conditions set forth 
in the published Travel Program brochure. Upon receipt of the published Travel Program brochure, you will be 
given 10 days to reconfirm your reservation, at which time any deposit(s) will become subject to cancellation fees. 

ReseRve eaRly!

Program reservations require a deposit of 
$600 per person.

o◆Enclosed is my/our deposit check(s) for   
 $________ as deposit.
 Make check(s) payable to: 
 Thomas P. Gohagan & Company.

o I/We authorize you to charge my/our 
 deposit of $________ to: 
 o Visa    o MasterCard

Tour No. 150-09/23/17-060

From $3495 per person, double occupancy 
 (approximate land only)

______________________________________________________
Name (as it appears on passport) 

_______________________________________________
Name (as it appears on passport)

_______________________________________________
Street Mailing Address (no P.O. Box number please)

_______________________________________________
City

_____________________________  _________________
State Zip Code

_______________________________________________
Email Address

_______________________________________________
Telephone (Home)

_______________________________________________
(Business)

_______________________________________________
(Mobile)

_______________________________________________
Preferred Name(s) on Badge(s)

o◆Please send me/us the Travel Program brochure  
 (anticipated publication date December 2016). 

Send to: University of Maryland  
 Alumni Association
 Samuel Riggs IV Alumni Center
 College Park, MD 20742-1521

Attn: Angela Dimopoulos (301) 405-7938 or (800) 336-8627
Fax: (301) 314-6807

_______________________________________________ 
Card Number

____________ 
Exp. Date

_______________________________________________ 
  Signature as it appears on credit card

Town & CounTRy life® languedoC 


